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Roderick Nash's classic study of America's changing attitudes toward wilderness has received
wide acclaim since its initial publication in 1967. The Los Angeles Times has listed it among the
one hundred most influential books published in the last quarter century, Outside Magazine has
included it in a survey of "books that changed our world," and it has been called the "Book of
Genesis for environmentalists." Now a fourth edition of this highly regarded work is available,
with a new preface and epilogue in which Nash explores the future of wilderness and reflects on
its ethical and biocentric relevance.

"A peerless work and irreplaceable for everyone who cares for Nature." -- Dave Foreman,
Chairman, Wildlands Project"One of those rare works that combines exemplary scholarship with
readability." -- Washington Post Book WorldAbout the AuthorRoderick Frazier Nash is professor
emeritus of history and environmental studies at the University of California, Santa Barbara.

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/e/GlmP/KqPw/DyVNP/Wilderness-and-the-American-Mind


This is a sample. The number of pages displayed is limited. This is a sample. The number of
pages displayed is limited. Pages 14 - 396 are not included in this sample. Pages
414 - 417 are not included in this sample.

Wilderness and the American Mind The Environmental Case; Translating Values Into Policy A
Sand County Almanac (Outdoor Essays & Reflections) Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous
Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge and the Teachings of Plants

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/e/GlmP/KqPw/DyVNP/Wilderness-and-the-American-Mind


Eugene N. Miya, “When I read this in 1974, I wish I had had it in 1969/70. While not a perfect
book, this is one of the few books I know which I would call "required reading" for people in the
environmental movement and ecology. It's not a science book, which is one of my minor
problems with it, but I titled this review comment with my opinion prior to taking the first of 2
classes (1974) by one of Nash's student colleagues and then Nash himself. I, and a slew of my
colleagues in 1970 really needed to have read this during the organization and preparation for
what was then termed "The First Environmental Teach-In" now called ridiculously "Earth Day."I
felt this way in 1974, because I could see that we had retrod ground done by Brower 2 decades
earlier and Muir seven decades. And then I learned of names I had never heard before like G.
Pinchot and the roles of people like John Wesley Powell independent of the Grand Canyon
survey and Stephen Mather and the Natl. Park PR machine (not all bad). This book is part of
why students are supposed to take history classes.The 2nd ed (pub. 1973)., which I had and still
have, covered events I lived and can confirmed happened. That's toward the end of the book.
The beginning of the book are about pre-American precursors in Europe such as the Romantic
movement and various humanist issues like painting and writing. Some of these parts were
were a little slow for me (I did read Rousseau), but it did put the Black Forest in perspective more
than a type of cake. And that helps with understanding forestry schools.Nash is good in
showing the development of the conservation movement (incl. soil reclamation and forestry [and
why hunters and fishers are conservationists]) to the shortcoming of conservation and the start
of preservation (Muir, Mather), and the latter shortcomings of "loving wilderness to death" and
the rise of environmentalism and ecological biology (Nash likes Leopold, I prefer Rachel Carson,
we agree on reading Ed Abbey).Rod is good at tying together art, literature (here your
transcendalists in American Literature come in), popular culture (recreation), religion (See his
Rights of Nature book for more depth), and science (barely). He has a good bibliography, one of
the finest that I have seen if you want more depth and references, but the field is pretty vast and
Nash's text is already thick so his survey is at best described as shallow (supplementary reading
like Doug Strong's The Conservationists helps).Alaska in the 3rd ed. is important to the future. I
have been given by Rod in the past "seed" copies, and I purchase "Wilderness" as gifts. I
stopped doing that until recently when I was surprised a bio prof friend was unaware. I know he
will enjoy reading "Would you flood the Sistine Chapel to get closer to the ceiling?"I wish that
Gaylord Nelson (then Sen., Wisc.) had had us read this book. I think that we would have gone
further on that day in 1970. The book is just a shadow of the class experience, I leave lots of
book detail out in this review/summary.”

Arthur Digbee, “Not perfect but still a classic thanks to regular updating. As the other reviews will
confirm, this is a classic book on the American concept of wilderness. Nash wrote the first
version in the 1960s, originally as his dissertation. The main narrative has held up well. Nash



has also put the text through regular revisions, so it lacks any embarrassingly outdated claims
that might detract from the book.The first part of the book is an intellectual history of
"wilderness." Wilderness may exist as a state of mind or as the product of an intellectual
movement (as in Nash). This kind of analysis is invariably subjective and selective. Nash, like
others engaged in this kind of history, draws from a subset of all the people who wrote on the
topic at a given moment (and, as he recognizes, necessarily leaves out the views of people who
don't write them down). Then, like others, he organizes this material, calling it a "Romantic" view
of wilderness or whatever.I find such exercises interesting but generally unpersuasive by their
very nature. For example, Nash interprets the Bible and other foundational texts for Western
civilization as embodying a "subdue the wilderness" ethos. Fine. But what of Jesus' reference
to the "lilies of the field"? Certainly that implies a valuation of nature as beautiful and worthy in
itself - - "Romantic," perhaps. My point is that anyone can always do this, and any intellectual
history can always be criticized for leaving things out and thus mischaracterizing what it
discusses.That said, Nash is not too objectionable on that front. In fact, his categorization is
helpful, and would be especially good as an introduction to these ideas. This is doubtless why
this book is used in so many undergraduate ecology courses.The second part of the book
focuses on various battles over wilderness. Here he moves closer to a straight history. His
narrative is forceful and engrossing.The last chapter, on international issues, is really too
superficial to be useful. It leaves the impression that he is trying to be complete with each new
edition, without really having fresh insights into the subject.Overall, the book is very well-written
and easy to read - - I classify it as the kind of book that is good to read on an airplane (which is in
fact where I read it).”

Robert Reid, “Seminal Ecological Text. Wilderness and the American Mind is a must-read for
anyone who cares about our good green earth. Comprehensive and eloquent, the spans the
history of environmental thought. Received great service from the bookseller which is always
icing on the literary cake.”

Ebook Library Reader, “although it is old, but in good quality. although it is an old book the pages
are yellow, but it is in good quality overall. It is an old book, what do you expect. As long as the
book is clean and complete, I am quite happy about it.”

bluenote, “compilation très riche et très utile. histoire intellectuelle et culturelle très complète de
l'idée de nature aux Etats-Unis, compilation très riche et très utile de toutes les sources
permettant de suivre les étapes de cette histoire, impressionnant travail de synthèse,
indispensable ouvrage de référence sur ce sujet qui reste d'une très grande actualité.”

The book by David Farrell has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 57 people have provided feedback.
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